In Their Boots Questions

NAME:  Misti Lynn Wheeler






How many years have you been an ABRA member?
  3years
What ABRA events are you currently competing in?  Sr.Barrels and Open Jackpot
How old were you when you began riding horses? 8yrs old
Competing?  I started competing when I was about 30yrs. old up until then I rode all over the countryside in Mansfield, AR.  When I married Todd he was a serious team roper, so I started roping.   
How many horses do you have now? 8 horses, 2 athletes, 2 semi-athletes, 2 hopeful athletes, 1 wanna be and 1 never gonna be!
Names? BB (my girl), Tradition, Breezy, Prissy, Zippy, Moses, Cowboy, Texas
Interesting characteristics about each?  BB is hard to ride and is a one person horse, but she’s very athletic and gives all her heart every race. I’ve had BB for about 8 years, I got her as a 5yr. old.  She hadn’t been hauled, but knew the pattern.  I really liked the mare the first time I rode her and had to have her!  Tradition is Montana’s horse, she’s very sweet and gives Tana nice consistent runs. We bought Tradition about 9 years ago.  She’s been a great mare, her and Tana have grown together and made a really nice pair.   Prissy and Moses are roping horses.  Moses was my late brothers’ (Kenny Hammons) horse.  Moses has to be kept by his self because he will beat up on all the other horses.  He has quiet a personality, just like my brother.   Breezy is a little mare we foaled and raised.  We are working on getting her broke and ready to haul.  Zippy is Todd’s young trail horse.  Cowboy is Prissy’s colt and he needs to be broke so he can work for his keep.  Texas is a mare that decorates the pasture.  
What other equine associations are you/have you ever been a member of? Not really anything to speak of.   OBRA when I lived down Mena way.  NBHA off and on, depending on when they have a director!
What other equine disciplines have you participated in?  Before I discovered the excitement of barrel racing; I roped with my husband, father-n-law and my brothers.  We had a lot of fun.  But when we moved to Arkansas we no longer had a pen in our backyard or cattle.  So I started barrel racing and fell in love with the sport.  I’ve always enjoyed trail riding and camping with my horses!
What is your most memorable barrel racing win to date?   I’m still working on that one!  
Who do you respect/admire most in the equine industry?  The pro-rodeo girls who haul all the time.  They take the stress of the road and the rodeos, still have time to keep their horses in tip top condition and stay on track without losing heart.  They run in bad weather with crappy pens and still go on.  That’s got to be hard.  They may hit a barrel rodeo after rodeo, but still keep going.  Me…I would want to go back to the practice pen and get it right before I did it again.  Guess that’s one of the many reasons I’m not much of a rodeo girl.  
What is your most embarrassing equine related moment?  That would have to be the first rodeo I entered at Hampton this past summer.  BB didn’t like all the excitement and I was nervous as a cat.  Our first barrel was ok, but the second barrel was a disaster.  We turned in front of the barrel because she wasn’t about to go behind it with that big white fence sitting right behind the barrel and all those people just beyond.  She figured she would save herself and stay away from it all.  After that she headed to the third barrel out of control and started lunging forward.  It was a disaster and I haven’t completely given up on rodeos, but I still haven’t talked her into it just yet!  
What do like most about the ABRA? The chance to run without spending a bunch of money and it’s low key.  It’s a good opportunity to meet people with the same interests as me. I’ve never been good at making friends, but I’m thinking if I hang around long enough I’ll eventually make a friend or two!   And of course the year end prizes are nice too!  And it seems like the perfect to place to work a young or burnt out horse.  Hopefully I’ll be able to work my young mare very soon.  
Do you have any special routines/superstitions about barrel racing competitions?  I’m not a superstitious person, but if my horse seems off for some unknown reason…. I listen.  
Where is your favorite place (arena) to compete in Arkansas?  I’ve yet to decide.  Searcy pen is pretty nice.  But good ground without any rocks and sure footing is where I feel most comfortable.  If I see horses slipping and losing their footing, I’ll pull out.  I don’t want to risk injury to my horse or myself.  
What is your occupation/year in school?  I’m a stay at home mom and a photographer.  I also spend time working with our young horses. 
What would be your theme song to play during your competition runs? Oh boy!  I love music so I have a few!  “I got a feeling” by Black Eyed Peas! “Shut up and Drive” by Rihanna, “Shoot to Thrill” AC/DC, “Welcome to the Jungle” Guns n Roses!  
What other interests or hobbies do you have outside of equine activities? When we have the opportunity I love to trail ride and camp.  I love having farm animals. We have chickens and goats along with a handful of cats and dogs.  I used to have potbelly pigs, ducks, turkeys, calves…I really miss having them. But mainly I spend time trying to prepare my 14 yr. old daughter to be a great competitor.  She has big dreams and I aim to get her as far as she wants to go.  
What is your favorite brand of boots?  UGG, Lol!  They are so comfortable and warm! Um, would have to be Ariat or Lucchese.  
